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PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER 
NAVAJO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

NAVAJO OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH & PROTECTION PROGRAM 
 

November 14, 2022 
 

Public Health Emergency Order No. 2022-009 
Updating the Mandate to Wear Masks in Indoors, Including Schools and Businesses, Due to 

COVID-19  
 

I. Paragraphs I – IX from Public Health Emergency Order No. 2020-004 are included in this 
Public Health Order, addressing the various Navajo Nation (Nation) authorities related to 
the current COVID-19 Public Health Emergency.   
 

II. The intent and purpose of this Public Health Emergency Order No. 2022-009 is to prevent 
community spread of COVID-19 on the Nation.  
 

III. The Navajo Nation is continuing to experience a downward trajectory (decreasing) of 
cases. The Navajo Nation remains vigilant as neighboring states have lifted mitigation 
strategies to reduce the spread of COVID-19. The Navajo Nation has documented new 
cases of COVID-19 Omicron sublineages (BA.4 and BA.5) within the Navajo Nation. 
According to the CDC, the Omicron variant seem to spread more easily and quickly than 
the other previous variants. CDC continues to identify Omicron variants of concern such 
as BQ.1 and BQ.1.1. Breakthrough infections are expected and some treatments are not 
as effective against infection with Omicron. As coronavirus vaccines continue to be made 
available on the Navajo Nation, all preventative precautions should continue to be 
adhered to after receiving the vaccine. 
 

IV. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Masks can help protect you 
and others from COVID-19” and “wear a mask when there is a lot of COVID in your 
community,” and most importantly, “people with symptoms, a positive test, or exposure 
to someone with COVID-19 should wear a mask.”  
 

THEREFORE, NOTICE IS GIVEN that, pursuant to the power and authority set forth in the NDOH 
enabling legislation (NNC Resolution No. CO-50-14), and in conjunction with the Navajo Nation 
Public Health State of Emergency Declaration (CEM Resolution No. 20-03-11): 
 

A. All individuals on the Nation two (2) years of age and older shall wear masks while in 
indoors.     
 

B. A Mask is defined to mean a covering designed to filter one’s breathing through both the 
nose and mouth. A mask must snugly cover the face around the nose and mouth to 
prevent the wearer from breathing unfiltered air.  May be a commercially-made face 
mask, or a homemade cloth face covering such as those found on the Centers for Disease 
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